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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MARTIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TRUTH IN TAXATION PUBLIC HEARING 
DECEMBER 8, 2022 

@ 6:00 P.M. 
 

Chairman Elliot Belgard called the meeting of the 2022 Truth in Taxation Public Hearing to order 
at 6:00 p.m.  Board members present were Elliot Belgard, Steve Flohrs, Kathy Smith, and Richard 
Koons.  Commissioner Forshee was absent.  Also present were Scott Higgins, Martin County 
Coordinator, Michael Forstner, Auditor/Treasurer, Mike Sheplee, Martin County Assessor,  and 
Brooke Wohlrabe, Fairmont Sentinel Reporter, and nine (9) members of public. 
 
Sheplee, County Assessor, presented and reviewed a handout of the process of how the property 
tax calculation works, explained why the percentage change of tax was so pronounced this year, 
and provided information how citizens can learn more about property taxes and the process, 
including, review of Process and Timing and  “Calculating Property Tax”, at looking at the “big 
picture” at the of what happens at the County level in regards to property taxes and levy. 
 
Sheplee also noted if after the presentation on  estimated market value is still a concern, the 
Assessor’s Office staff is certainly willing to help. 
   
Chairman Belgard opened the public hearing to review and obtain public input on the CY2023 
proposed levy and budget. 
 
Scott Higgins, Martin County Coordinator, reviewed the proposed CY2023 budget in detail stating 
that the total expenses are estimated at $33,981,861 and fund revenues are estimated at $14,323, 
514, and total proposed levy of $19,647,570, which is a 7.53 percent increase from 2022 for a total 
dollar levy increase of $1,375,860. The budget  also includes project of use of Fund Balance in the 
amount of $10,777. 
 
Higgins presented and reviewed additional departmental cuts that would reduce the proposed 
CY2023 levy change from 7.53% to 5.15%. 
 
Higgins stated that the major increases in the proposed levy is as follows, Salaries and benefits - 
$656,000, proposed dedication of wind energy tax - $260,000 and no longer used to offset expenses 
in the Capital Improvement Fund, Highway Dept. construction, sealcoat, fuel expenses increase. -
$200,000, payment of new courthouse bonds - $269,516, increase in property casualty/work 
compensation premiums -$57,000, other misc. decreases of $66,656. 
 
The Board thanked Higgins for the budget review. 
 
There was no public present or written comments received. 
 
Board Chair closed the public hearing portion of the meeting. 
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With no further discussion, final consideration and adoption of the proposed CY2023 Budget and 
Property Taxes will be held at the December 20, 2022 regular Board of Commissioners meeting. 
 
With no further business to wit, 
 
Board Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:49 pm. 
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